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Like so many of us, Nick Pfannenstiel,  

EAA 1085439, founder of Timber Tiger 

Aircraft, was first hooked on 

aviation as a kid. Designing and 

building aircraft seemed to be his 

calling from a young age, until a 

tragedy changed his mind. 

“fl ffffflffffflfl buffflflffflfl mffflflflff flff fl kffflff bffffff ffflflffffffff flflfl ffflflffff ffffflfffffffl
ffyffflfffffl fffl ffflffflfl “fl ffflflflfly flffkfl ffff flflffffflfl fffffl ffflflffff ffffflfffffffl ffyffflff flflflffyffflfffffl fffl ffflffflfl “fl ffflflflfly flffkfl ffff flflffffflfl fffffl ffflflffff ffffflfffffffl ffyffflff flflfl
flffflflmfl fl’m mfffffl fff fl flffflflmflff ffffflfl flflyffffffflflfl fl flflvflff flffffuflflfly ffffm-flffflflmfl fl’m mfffffl fff fl flffflflmflff ffffflfl flflyffffffflflfl fl flflvflff flffffuflflfly ffffm-
ffflflffflfl flfly fff ffffflmfl Juffff flffkfl ffff flffflff ffffflm ffufffl Sffff ffffflff kffflfl fff fuflflflflffflflffflfl flfly fff ffffflmfl Juffff flffkfl ffff flffflff ffffflm ffufffl Sffff ffffflff kffflfl fff fuflflflfl
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ffffffff ffffffubbffflfl flffffffff flflfl ffffffflflfffffl flffflff ffflff ffffflfl fl ffflff flflflflffffffff ffffffubbffflfl flffffffff flflfl ffffffflflfffffl flffflff ffflff ffffflfl fl ffflff flflflfl

Nffffk ffflfl ffffuflffflfl flflflffflflflffffflfl fffl ffffff fffffl (flflfl ffffflflflffffflfl flffffffffflfffNffffk ffflfl ffffuflffflfl flflflffflflflffffflfl fffl ffffff fffffl (flflfl ffffflflflffffflfl flffffffffflfff
bfluflffffffflffff) ffffflfffl fffl ffflff fl kffflfl flff ffflfly mflflfl ffflflfffl ffffflff fffl mfljffffflfl ffflbfluflffffffflffff) ffffflfffl fffl ffflff fl kffflfl flff ffflfly mflflfl ffflflfffl ffffflff fffl mfljffffflfl fffl
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“fl flflffffflflfl fl ffffuflflfl’ff flff ffffflff flff fl jffbfffl fffl ffflffflfl “flff ffflff ffffff mffflfl-“fl flflffffflflfl fl ffffuflflfl’ff flff ffffflff flff fl jffbfffl fffl ffflffflfl “flff ffflff ffffff mffflfl-
flumbffflflff fl ffffffuflffffff flff fffffl ffffmflfffl fffl ffflffflflflumbffflflff fl ffffffuflffffff flff fffffl ffffmflfffl fffl ffflffflfl
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ffff ffflflflfly kffflflflfl fffffl flffvfl fff flvffflfffffffl fffff mflfffl fffl ffflffflfl “fl mflflflff ffff ffflffffff ffflflflfly kffflflflfl fffffl flffvfl fff flvffflfffffffl fffff mflfffl fffl ffflffflfl “fl mflflflff ffff ffflff
flffflfl ffflffffflflffflyflflflffflfl ffflffffflflffflyflfl

Nffffk ffflfffffuffflfl ffffff ffflffflffflffff fffl ffffmflffffffflfl mfffffl flflffffffbffuflflflNffffk ffflfffffuffflfl ffffff ffflffflffflffff fffl ffffmflffffffflfl mfffffl flflffffffbffuflflfl
“fl ffffflffffflfl fl ffffff fffffl ffffffff flflfl fl ffffflffflffflfl ffffflff fffff fl3 yflflfffffffl fffl ffflffflfl“fl ffffflffffflfl fl ffffff fffffl ffffffff flflfl fl ffffflffflffflfl ffffflff fffff fl3 yflflfffffffl fffl ffflffflfl

“fl flffflff fl flffflflff ffuffffffmflff bflffflff vflffy flffyflfl ffuffffffmflffffff buff ffff juffff ffflfffl’ff“fl flffflff fl flffflflff ffuffffffmflff bflffflff vflffy flffyflfl ffuffffffmflffffff buff ffff juffff ffflfffl’ff
ffffflfffl my ffflflffff ffflffflflffffflfffl my ffflflffff ffflffflfl
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The Way Back
Nfifikflfi fifififififi ffififl fivfifififififi fififififlfi fiflfififlfifififl
Ifi 2008, fifi fikfifififififl fififlfi flfififififi fiflfififi ffifiIfi 2008, fifi fikfifififififl fififlfi flfififififi fiflfififi ffifi
fifi fifififlflfifififl Ifi fififi fi fifififlfi fififlflfififi fif fi flfififififififi fifififlflfifififl Ifi fififi fi fifififlfi fififlflfififi fif fi flfififififi
fifififi fifififi fifififififi fififi fififififififififi fifififi fifi fififififififi fifififi fifififififi fififi fififififififififi fifififi fifi fififi
14 fififl flfififififififi fififi SIG Mfifififfifififififififi fifififl14 fififl flfififififififi fififi SIG Mfifififfifififififififi fifififl
fiflfifi — fififi Rflfifi Sflfl flfl Cflfififlfi Rflfifi, ffifififlfifififlfifi — fififi Rflfifi Sflfl flfl Cflfififlfi Rflfifi, ffifififlfifi
fif fififi Rflfifi Afififififififififififl Cfifl, flfifififi flfivfiflfiflflfif fififi Rflfifi Afififififififififififl Cfifl, flfifififi flfivfiflfiflfl
flfififi fif fififi Sflfififi flfifififififi, fifi Sfl, fifi 1933flflfififi fif fififi Sflfififi flfifififififi, fifi Sfl, fifi 1933fl
flfififi flfifl fifi fi fifififififi fif vfififififififi fifififi fifififi fifififlflfififi flfifl fifi fi fifififififi fif vfififififififi fifififi fifififi fifififl
fifi flfififi fifivfifl fififl flfiflfififififl fififlfifififififififlfifi flfififi fifivfifl fififl flfiflfififififl fififlfifififififififl

“flfififififlfi fififlfifififififi kfififl fif Vfifififififififi“flfififififlfi fififlfifififififi kfififl fif Vfifififififififi
fiflfififi fifi, fififl fifififi fififlfi fi flfifififi fififififi ffififlfiflfififi fifi, fififl fifififi fififlfi fi flfifififi fififififi ffififl
flfifififi ffififififififi,” fifi fifififlfl “If flfifi flfifik fifi fifififlfifififi ffififififififi,” fifi fifififlfl “If flfifi flfifik fifi fififi
fifififlflfififi ffififl fififl fifififlfi, fifi flfifikfi ffififififififififlfifififlflfififi ffififl fififl fifififlfi, fifi flfifikfi ffififififififififl
Afifl fifi fififi fififlfi fifi fififi fi vfififl flfiflfififi flfififififi,Afifl fifi fififi fififlfi fifi fififi fi vfififl flfiflfififi flfififififi,
flfifi fifi fifififlfl fififi fififififi flfififlfififivfi flfiflflfi fififlflfifi fifi fifififlfl fififi fififififi flfififlfififivfi flfiflflfi fififl
flfiflflfi fif fififi ffiflfififi fifivfififififi, fififi fifivfififi fififlflfiflflfi fif fififi ffiflfififi fifivfififififi, fififi fifivfififi fififl
flfiflfifi fifififikfififi fififi fififlfififififififi fififi ffiflfifififlflfiflfifi fifififikfififi fififi fififlfififififififi fififi ffiflfifififl
Nfififi fif fififi fifivfififi fififi flfifififl flfififlflfifi fiflflNfififi fif fififi fifivfififi fififi flfifififl flfififlflfifi fiflfl
fifififikfififi fifififl flfififlflfifi fiflfl flfifififififlfifififl Sfi, fififlfififififikfififi fifififl flfififlflfifi fiflfl flfifififififlfifififl Sfi, fififlfi
jfififi fi vfififl fififififififififififi fififlflfififififififi fif flfifififljfififi fi vfififl fififififififififififi fififlflfififififififi fif flfifififl
fififfifl fififl flfififlfififivfi fifi fififi fififlfi fififlfifl”fififfifl fififl flfififlfififivfi fifi fififi fififlfi fififlfifl”

Bfifi Nfifik fifififlfl fififififlfi qfifififi fifififlflflBfifi Nfifik fifififlfl fififififlfi qfifififi fifififlflfl
“Mfl flfivfi fif fivfifififififi fifififlfl fififififlfi flfifik,” fifi“Mfl flfivfi fif fivfifififififi fifififlfl fififififlfi flfifik,” fifi

fifififlfl “Ifi fififi kfififl fif ffififififl, fif fifififi flfikfifi fififlfifififlfl “Ifi fififi kfififl fif ffififififl, fif fifififi flfikfifi fififl
fifififififl”fifififififl”

Ifi fififik fififififififi fifix flfifififi ffifi fifififi flfivfi fifiIfi fififik fififififififi fifix flfifififi ffifi fifififi flfivfi fifi
fififlfi flfifikfl Nfifik flfifi fififi fififfi fifi 2014, fififlfififlfi flfifikfl Nfifik flfifi fififi fififfi fifi 2014, fififl
fififi flfififififi fififl fi flfifififivfififl flfifififi fifi fi flfififififlfififi flfififififi fififl fi flfifififivfififl flfifififi fifi fi flfififififl
flfifl fififfifl flfi fififi fifififlfifififi, fifi flfiflflfifl fififi fififififlfiflfifl fififfifl flfi fififi fifififlfifififi, fifi flfiflflfifl fififi fififififlfi
fififl fififi fifi fififi flfifik fifififlfi fififi fififi fifl ffififififlfififl fififi fifi fififi flfifik fifififlfi fififi fififi fifl ffififififl
Wfififififififi fififi fifijfifl fififi flfifififi fififlfififlfifl fififlWfififififififi fififi fifijfifl fififi flfifififi fififlfififlfifl fififl
fifififi fififi fifififl flfivfi fif fivfifififififi fifififlflfifl ffififlfifififi fififi fifififl flfivfi fif fivfifififififi fifififlflfifl ffififl
fififlfififi fififlfi fifi fififlfl fififififi flfififlflfi flflflfififlfififi fififlfi fifi fififlfl fififififi flfififlflfi flflfl

“I flfifikfifl fifl fififi flfifijfififi fififififi, fififl fififlfi ‘fifififl flfiflfifififi, fififl fififl
fififififl fiflfl fififi fififififififififififi fififl fifififififi fifififlflfififi fifi fifi,” fifi fifififlfl “Mfl fififfi 
fififi … flfififi fifififififlfiflflfifl Ifififififlfiflflfl fififlfififififififlfififi, fififl fififlflffifl, fififl 
fififififi fififififlfi fifififififi fifififlfi fifi flfifififififlfi fififi fifififififlfi fifififlfi flfififi 
fifififififififififi fififi fifififlfi flfifijfifififl”

Nfifikflfi fififlfi fifi fififi fififi fififl fifififl fififi fififififi fifi fifififififififififififl ffififl 
fififikfifififi fifi fifififfififlfifi, ffififl fififlflflfififi fifi flfifififififififlfififl Ifi flfifl fifivfi 
fifififlfifl flfikfi fi flfififififi fifi fififi fififlfi, flfifi, fifi fifififlfififififi, fifi fififivfifl fifi fifi 
fixfififlflfififi fifififififififi flfifififififl ffifi fififlfifififi fififi fififi fiflfififlfi flfifififlfifl fif 
flfifififififififi fififl flfififlflfififi fifififlflfififififl 

“I flfifififififl fi flfifi fiflfififi fififififififififififi,” Nfifik fifififlfl “I flfifififififl fifi fi 
flfifififififl Mfl kfifififlfiflfifi — fifififi fivfifififififi fififl fififififi fifififififi fifi fififififififl 
— fififl flfifififififlfl Afifl fifivfififi fififi fififi fififi fififl flfififififififi, I kfififl fif fififlfi 
flfifik fifi fififi Rflfifi Sfl fifi fi fifififl flfifififififififlfififl Nfifi jfififi fifi fifififlflfififi fifififi 
I fififi flfififififififififi fiflfififi, flfifififififi fi flfifi fif fifi fifivfi fifi fifi fi ffivfififififi fifififl
flflfifififl Ififlfi fififi fif flfl flfififl ffivfifififififi, flfifi ffififl fi flfifikfifi fififififlflfifififi fifi 
ffifi fifi fififlflfifififi fifi, fifififi fififi kfififl fif fififi flfifififififl fifififlfl”
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Where to Begin
Nffffiff ffiffififfiffffffiffiff ff ffiffiffi ffif ST ffiffiffiffiffififfffiffiffi fffiffffffi ffiffi ffifi ffiffigffiffifffffifi ffRfiffffi
gffififf Ev Cffffiffiffgffiffififfiffiff Tffffi ffiffiffffi ffffffi ffiffi ffiffiffffiff ffffffffi’ffi ffffiffiffffi ffffi ffiffffi RCgffififf Ev Cffffiffiffgffiffififfiffiff Tffffi ffiffiffffi ffffffi ffiffi ffiffiffffiff ffffffffi’ffi ffffiffiffffi ffffi ffiffffi RCgffififf Ev Cffffiffiffgffiffififfiffiff Tffffi ffiffiffffi ffffffi ffiffi ffiffiffffiff ffffffffi’ffi ffffiffiffffi ffffi ffiffffi RC
fffffiffiffiffffiffi ffffififfiff ffffi ff ffffiffffififfi ffffffifffffffffiffiffiffffiffi ffffififfiff ffffi ff ffffiffffififfi ffffffiffff

ffYffiffi ffiffififfiffffffiffi ffiffiffi ffiffffi ffiffffiffifffffiffiffififfifi ffiffffi ffffffiffiffiffiffi ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffYffiffi ffiffififfiffffffiffi ffiffiffi ffiffffi ffiffffiffifffffiffiffififfifi ffiffffi ffffffiffiffiffiffi ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
ffiffi ffiffffffi — ffiffffi ffiffiffffiffffigff ffiffffi ffffffiffffigffiff ffiffiffiff ffiffffffi ffiffffffiffff ffffi ffiffffffff ffffffiff ffffiffiffi ffiffffffi — ffiffffi ffiffiffffiffffigff ffiffffi ffffffiffffigffiff ffiffiffiff ffiffffffi ffiffffffiffff ffffi ffiffffffff ffffffiff ffffi
ffffififfi gffiffffig ffiffi ffiffiffiffiffifi ffiffiffiffiffififfffiffiffi fffifi ffiffffi fiffiffiffiffffffffififfi gffiffffig ffiffi ffiffiffiffiffifi ffiffiffiffiffififfffiffiffi fffifi ffiffffi fiffiffiffiffff

fiffi ffffffffffiffffiffiff Nffffiff ffiffffffi ff ffiffffiffffiffi ffiffffffi ffffiffiffiff ffiffiffff ffiffi ffiffffi ffiffffigffiffififfi ffffffffffiffffiffiff Nffffiff ffiffffffi ff ffiffffiffffiffi ffiffffffi ffffiffiffiff ffiffiffff ffiffi ffiffffi ffiffffigffiffi
ffiffiffiffi ffiffififfiffiffiffiffifi ffffiffffiff fiffiffiffiffiffffiffi ffffiffiffiffi ffiffffi ffififfijffiffiffi: Wfffi ffiffffffi ffffiffiffiffiffi ffiffififfiffiffiffiffifi ffffiffffiff fiffiffiffiffiffffiffi ffffiffiffiffi ffiffffi ffififfijffiffiffi: Wfffi ffiffffffi ffffi
95-ffiffififfiffiffiffi ffiffiffffiffi ffffiffiffiffiffff ffif fffiffiffi-ffifffiffi? Nffffiff’ffi ffffiffiffffifi ffffffiffiffi ffiffi Gffffiffffiffiffi’ffi95-ffiffififfiffiffiffi ffiffiffffiffi ffffiffiffiffiffff ffif fffiffiffi-ffifffiffi? Nffffiff’ffi ffffiffiffffifi ffffffiffiffi ffiffi Gffffiffffiffiffi’ffi
1638 ffiffiffiffiffffiffffiffffiffiff Two New Sciencesff ffffi ffffffffiff ffffi ffffiffiffififfffiffiff ffffffffi ffffi1638 ffiffiffiffiffffiffffiffffiffiff Two New Sciencesff ffffi ffffffffiff ffffi ffffiffiffififfffiffiff ffffffffi ffffi
ffiffiff ffffiffiff ffffi ffiffffi ffififfifffiffi-ffiffiffiffi ffiffffff Sffffiffiffifi ffiffiffiff ffiffffffi ffiffff ffiffiffffiffiffi ffiffffffiffiffiff ffffiffiff ffffi ffiffffi ffififfifffiffi-ffiffiffiffi ffiffffff Sffffiffiffifi ffiffiffiff ffiffffffi ffiffff ffiffiffffiffiffi ffiffffffi
ffiffffi fiffffiffffi ffif ffiffffi vffiffiffiffiffiffi ffffi gfiffiffffiffifi ffiffffffi ffiffffi fiffffiffffi ffif ffiffffifffi ffiffififffffiffiffiffffiffffi fiffffiffffi ffif ffiffffi vffiffiffiffiffiffi ffffi gfiffiffffiffifi ffiffffffi ffiffffi fiffffiffffi ffif ffiffffifffi ffiffififffffiffiffiff
Ffiffiffi ff ffififfffiffiffffiffffi ffiffiffffiffffiffiffffiffiff ffiffffffi ffififfffiffiffiffffiffiffi ffffiffiffi ff vffififi fiffiffffi ffiffiffiffififfiFfiffiffi ff ffififfffiffiffffiffffi ffiffiffffiffffiffiffffiffiff ffiffffffi ffififfffiffiffiffffiffiffi ffffiffiffi ff vffififi fiffiffffi ffiffiffiffififfi
fffifi ffiffffi ffiffiffffiffffifi ffffiff ffiffffiffiffifffffifi ffiffffi ffiffiffffiffffifi ffffiff ffiffffiffiffiff

ffEvffiffi ffiffffiffigff ffffi’ffi ffiffiffifi 5 ffiffififfiffiffiffi ffiffiffffiffiffififf ffffi’ffi 200 ffiffiffiffiffffi ffiffgffffiffififfffffEvffiffi ffiffffiffigff ffffi’ffi ffiffiffifi 5 ffiffififfiffiffiffi ffiffiffffiffiffififf ffffi’ffi 200 ffiffiffiffiffffi ffiffgffffiffififfff
ffffi ffiffffffff Sffiff ff 5 ffiffififfiffiffiffi fiffiffffiffiffiffffiffi ffffi ffifffiffi ffffiffiffvffififfiff ff fiffiffigffffifi 20 ffiffifi-ffffi ffiffffffff Sffiff ff 5 ffiffififfiffiffiffi fiffiffffiffiffiffffiffi ffffi ffifffiffi ffffiffiffvffififfiff ff fiffiffigffffifi 20 ffiffifi-
ffiffiffiffi fiffiffffiffiffiffffiffi ffffi ffffiffgffffiffffiffiffiffi fiffiffffiffiffiffffiffi ffffi ffffiffgffffiff

Nffffiff ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiff ff fffiffiffi ffiffigffffiffiffififfffig ffffiffffififfiffffi ffif ffiffffi fffffiffiffiffffiffiff ffffiffNffffiff ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiff ff fffiffiffi ffiffigffffiffiffififfffig ffffiffffififfiffffi ffif ffiffffi fffffiffiffiffffiffiff ffffiff
ffiffffiffi ffiffifffiffiffiff ffiffi ffiffiffffiff ffffiff fiffi ffffffi ff ffiffiffiff ffffiff fiffiffiffiffiffffiffvffi ffififfiffiffiffiffiffffiffffiffi ffiffifffiffiffiff ffiffi ffiffiffffiff ffffiff fiffi ffffffi ff ffiffiffiff ffffiff fiffiffiffiffiffffiffvffi ffififfiffiffiffiffiff

ffWffffiffi fiffiffi ffffi ffiffiffiffiffiffffffig ffifi ffffffiffff ffffiff fiffiffi’fiffi ffifififfffig ffiffi ffffiffiffgffi ffffiffWffffiffi fiffiffi ffffi ffiffiffiffiffiffffffig ffifi ffffffiffff ffffiff fiffiffi’fiffi ffifififfffig ffiffi ffffiffiffgffi ffffi
fiffiffi gffi fffifi ffiffffiffi ffif ffiffffiffifffffiffiffififfffigff fiffiffi ffiffiffffiff ffiffffffigffi ffifffiffiffi ffiffffiffiffi ffiffifffififfififfiffi gffi fffifi ffiffffiffi ffif ffiffffiffifffffiffiffififfffigff fiffiffi ffiffiffffiff ffiffffffigffi ffifffiffiffi ffiffffiffiffi ffiffifffififfi
fiffiffi gffiffi ffffi fiffiffffiffifi ffffiff fiffiffi ffffffiffi ffffi ffififfffiffiffififfff ffffi ffiffffffff fffi fiffiffffifffiffiff fiffiffffiffffifififfiffi gffiffi ffffi fiffiffffiffifi ffffiff fiffiffi ffffffiffi ffffi ffififfffiffiffififfff ffffi ffiffffffff fffi fiffiffffifffiffiff fiffiffffiffffifi
ffiffffffi ffffi ffffffi ff vffifififf vffififi ffffffiffiffiffiffi fffffiffiffiffffiffi ffiffi ffiffiffffiffffffffiffffffi ffffi ffffffi ff vffifififf vffififi ffffffiffiffiffiffi fffffiffiffiffffiffi ffiffi ffiffiffffiffffff

Gffvffiffi ffiffffi ffiffiffiffiffiffififfffififf ffffi ffiffiffiffiffiffiffffiff ffiffffffi ff ffffiffffififfi ffffffiff ffffiffiffiffffi’ffi ffiffiGffvffiffi ffiffffi ffiffiffiffiffiffififfffififf ffffi ffiffiffiffiffiffiffffiff ffiffffffi ff ffffiffffififfi ffffffiff ffffiffiffiffffi’ffi ffiffi
ffiffiffiffigff fffifi ffffi ffvffififfgffi ffffiffiffiffiffiffffiffffififf ffiffiffi ffffi ffififfiffiffiffiff ffiffiff Tffffiffiff ffffffiffiffiffiffiffigff fffifi ffffi ffvffififfgffi ffffiffiffiffiffiffffiffffififf ffiffiffi ffffi ffififfiffiffiffiff ffiffiff Tffffiffiff ffffffiffi
ffiffffi ffififfiffiffiffififfiffi ffffffi ffffiffiffiffi ff ffifffffiff ffif ffiffffi fffffi fiffiffffiffffiffff ffffi ffffiffiffffffiff ffiffi ffiffiffiffiffffi ffififfiffiffiffififfiffi ffffffi ffffiffiffiffi ff ffifffffiff ffif ffiffffi fffffi fiffiffffiffffiffff ffffi ffffiffiffffffiff ffiffi ffiffiffi
ffiffffi ffffififfiff ffffvffi ff ffiffiffiff ffffi ffffffffi ffffi ffffffi ffiffi ffiffiffffiffffi ffffififfiff ffffvffi ff ffiffiffiff ffffi ffffffffi ffffi ffffffi ffiffi ffiffiff

fffi ffffiffiffi ffiffiffiffiffffi ffffffiff ffiffffi ffffiffiffgffi ffffi 2016ffff ffffi ffiffffffff ffffffiff jffiffiffi fffffiffifi fifffi ffffiffiffi ffiffiffiffiffffi ffffffiff ffiffffi ffffiffiffgffi ffffi 2016ffff ffffi ffiffffffff ffffffiff jffiffiffi fffffiffifi fi
ffffiffiffi ffiffiffiffiffffiff Gffiffiffiffi Gffififfffiffi ffffffi ffffi [ffiffiff] ffiffifi CffD gffififf fffiffiffiff ffiffiffffffiffiffi ffiffiffiffiffffiff Gffiffiffiffi Gffififfffiffi ffffffi ffffi [ffiffiff] ffiffifi CffD gffififf fffiffiffiff ffiffiffffffiffiffi ffiffiffiffiffffiff Gffiffiffiffi Gffififfffiffi ffffffi ffffi [ffiffiff] ffiffifi CffD gffififf fffiffiffiff ffiffiff
ffififfffiffffiff ffiffi ffffiffffi ffffiff ffiffiffffffiffiff ffiffiff Hffi fiffiffffiffifi ffffi ff ffffigffi fiffiffffiffiffi ffiffffffiffififfffiffffiff ffiffi ffffiffffi ffffiff ffiffiffffffiffiff ffiffiff Hffi fiffiffffiffifi ffffi ff ffffigffi fiffiffffiffiffi ffiffffffi
ffffi’fiffi ffffiffffig ffffffiffi ffiffiffff ffiffiffiffffiffiffi ffffi ffffffi ffffiffiffi ffiffi ffiffffffi ffivffifififfiffffffig ffffiffffffi’fiffi ffffiffffig ffffffiffi ffiffiffff ffiffiffiffffiffiffi ffffi ffffffi ffffiffiffi ffiffi ffiffffffi ffivffifififfiffffffig ffffiff
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffififffiffi ffffi fffifi ffiffiff ffffiffi ffif ffiffifi ffiffiffiff ffffi ffiffiffiffiffiffiffifi ffiffiffiff ffffffiffifi ffiffiffi ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffififffiffi ffffi fffifi ffiffiff ffffiffi ffif ffiffifi ffiffiffiff ffffi ffiffiffiffiffiffiffifi ffiffiffiff ffffffiffifi ffiffiffi ffiffiffiffiffi
ffffiffiffiffiffiffiffffiffiff Hffi fiffiffffiffifi ffiffffffi ffiffffffi fffiffffiffffiffiffiffffffffiffiffiffiffiffiffffiffiff Hffi fiffiffffiffifi ffiffffffi ffiffffffi fffiffffiffffiffiffiffff

“What he was really trying 

to do was put together an 

airframe kit that would 

basically get a very advanced 

builder able to get a replica 

into the air.”

— Glenn Gordon

As befits an updated classic, the 

ST-L’s cockpit is clean and simple, 

with modernity kept to a minimum. 
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Specifications
AIRCRAFT MAKE & MODEL: Timber Tiger ST-L

CERTIFICATION: Experimental amateur-built

LENGTH: 20 feet, 5 inches

WINGSPAN: 28 feet, 6 inches

HEIGHT: 6 feet, 7 inches

MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHT: 1,420 pounds  

(1,350 pounds as tested)

EMPTY WEIGHT: 815 pounds

FUEL CAPACITY: 17.2 gallons

SEATS: 2

POWERPLANT MAKE & MODEL: Rotax 912ULS

HORSEPOWER: 100-140 hp

PROPELLER:  Performance Propellers 76 x 55

CRUISE SPEED/FUEL CONSUMPTION: 90 knots/5 gph

POWER LOADING: 13.5 pounds/hp

WING LOADING: 11.16 pounds/square foot

V
NE 

: 150 mph

V
SO 

: 46 mph

V
X
 : 48 knots

V
Y
: 55 knots

Going Digital 
Glenn, EAA 399005, is an avid pilot, 
restorer, and mechanical and computer-
aided design engineer who has built 
everything from an RV-6 to an O-gauge 
model railroad that runs all through his 
house, just below the ceiling. Like Nick, he 
had an affinity for Ryan designs from a 
young age. 

“I was building radio-controlled planes 
in my teens, and I had a SIG catalog … and 
they had a beautiful red, white, and black 
Ryan STA as a model in there,” Glenn said. 
“I never built that model, but I always 
knew the airplane, and I always admired 
the airplane.” 

As an adult, after he’d completed some 
other building and restoration projects, he 
saw a classic Ryan at a fly-in, and fell in love 
all over again. 

“I started looking for a project, not 
knowing projects don’t exist for these air-
planes,” he said. “They’re already tucked 
away in someone’s collection already 
restored, or it’s a literal pile of junk with a 
data plate that I can’t afford anyway. I 
didn’t realize how rare they were. Only a 
couple hundred of the STAs were ever 
built, and not too many are flying.”

He started looking at replica options, 
and even considered building one from 
scratch, but realized that just wasn’t the 
route he wanted to take. That’s when he 
heard about Nick and Timber Tiger. 

“I was able to track him down, and it was 
like 10 minutes after he went public with the 
fact that he wanted to do this,” Glenn said. “I 
was already knocking on his door saying, ‘Hey, 
I’m interested in what you’re doing there.’ And 
he had a lot of work already done on paper. … 
He had already determined that he was going to 
scale it down to 95 percent. But what he was 
really trying to do was put together an airframe 
kit that would basically get a very advanced 
builder able to get a replica into the air. He 
wasn’t planning on doing all the cowling work, 
all the pretty fairings, all the fairings over the 
wheelpants and the cowl and the nose.”

Glenn told Nick that he wanted to help 
on the project and wasn’t looking for a pay-
check. “The only thing I might be interested 
in is if this thing ever gets off the ground, I 
get a kit at a nice discount or something. He 
thought that was fair,” Glenn said. Glenn got 
to work right away.

“I quickly caught up with him by recreat-
ing what he had already built … in the 
computer space,” Glenn said. 

Having every piece of the airplane built 
virtually in a CAD environment enabled the 
two to build tooling that ensured precision, 
repeatability, and accuracy. Even the spacing 
of the rivets is scaled correctly to the origi-
nal airplane. This also enabled them to 
predict and resolve design challenges before 
major subassemblies were built — routing 
pushrods, verifying control throws, etc. 
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“fffiff fifififi fifi fififi fifififi fi fififi mfififi fifi fififi fifififififi fififififi fififi fififififi“fffiff fifififi fifi fififi fifififi fi fififi mfififi fifi fififi fifififififi fififififi fififi fififififi
fifififififififififi fifi fifififfff “Rfififififi fifififi fifififi fi fififififffifi fififi fifi fifififi fi fififififi fifififififififififififi fifi fifififfff “Rfififififi fifififi fifififi fi fififififffifi fififi fifi fifififi fi fififififi fifi
mfifififi fffififi fifififi fi fifimfififififf fififififi fififififi fififi fifififi fififi fififififififi fifififffimfifififi fffififi fifififi fi fifimfififififf fififififi fififififi fififi fifififi fififi fififififififi fifififffimfifififi fffififi fifififi fi fifimfififififf fififififi fififififi fififi fifififi fififi fififififififi fifififffi
fififi fifffifi fififififififififififi fifi mfifffi fi fififififififififi fififififi fififi fifi fififififififi fi fifififififi fifffifi fififififififififififi fifi mfifffi fi fififififififififi fififififi fififi fifi fififififififi fi fififi
fifififi fifi mfifffifi fififi fiflfififi fifififififf Wfi fifififi fifififi fifi fififi fi fifififi fififi fififi fififififi fifi mfifffifi fififi fiflfififi fifififififf Wfi fifififi fifififi fifi fififi fi fifififi fififi fififi fi
fififififi fifififi fi mfififf fiff fifi fififf fffiff fififi fifi fififi fffififi fififi fi fifififi fifififi fifififififififififi fifififi fi mfififf fiff fifi fififf fffiff fififi fifi fififi fffififi fififi fi fifififi fifififi fififififi
fifi fififififififififi fifi fififififi fifififififi fififififififififi fifififififffffififi fififififififififi fifi fififififi fifififififi fififififififififi fifififififffffi

fffifi CffD fifififi fifififi fififififififf fififi fifififi fifi fifi flfiflfifififi fifififi fififififffifi CffD fifififi fifififi fififififififf fififi fifififi fifi fifi flfiflfifififi fifififi fifififi
fifififffiff fifi fifffififi fififi fififififififi fififififi fifififififififi fififififififififififi fififim fififififififffiff fifi fifffififi fififi fififififififi fififififi fifififififififi fififififififififififi fififim fififi
fifififififififififi fififififififf 125fififi fififlfififififififffifi DfiMfifififi LFfi39 (fififififififififififififififi fififififififf 125fififi fififlfififififififffifi DfiMfifififi LFfi39 (fififififi
fifififififf fififi fifi fifi mfififi fiflfififififififi fifififi fifififififf fifififffififififf) fifi fi Rfifififlfifififififf fififi fifi fifi mfififi fiflfififififififi fifififi fifififififf fifififffififififf) fifi fi Rfifififl
912ULffff Bfifififffififi fifififi fiflfififififififf fifififififififi fifi fififififi fififififififi fifi fififififi912ULffff Bfifififffififi fifififi fiflfififififififf fifififififififi fifi fififififi fififififififi fifi fififififi
fifififififffififi fi Wfififififi Mfififififi fifififififififf fififififififififififffififi fififf fififi fffizfifififififififififffififi fi Wfififififi Mfififififi fifififififififf fififififififififififffififi fififf fififi fffizfifififi
fififififf fififififififififififffifi fifififififi fifififififi mfififififififififififf fifi fffififimfimfifififimfffififififf fififififififififififffifi fifififififi fifififififi mfififififififififififf fifi fffififimfimfifififimff
Ofifi fififififffifi fifi fifififififififi fifi fififififi fi Rfifififi fififffifififi fifi fifififififi mfififi fifi fiOfifi fififififffifi fifi fifififififififi fifi fififififi fi Rfifififi fififffifififi fifi fifififififi mfififi fifi fi
Pfffi20ff fififififfPfffi20ff fififififf

fffifi fififififififififi fifimfi fifififififififi fifififi fififi fififlfi fifififi fififififi fififf fififififffifi fififififififififi fifimfi fifififififififi fifififi fififi fififlfi fifififi fififififi fififf fifififi
fififififf fi fififi fifi fififififififififi fifififi fifi fififi fffifififififififf fifi fi fififififififififififififififififififififf fi fififi fifi fififififififififi fifififi fifi fififi fffifififififififf fifi fi fifififififififififififififififi
fifi Effff fffifiVfifififififi Ofififififififf fffifi fifififififi fififi fififififififf fifi fifififi fifi Nfififififi Effff fffifiVfifififififi Ofififififififf fffifi fifififififi fififi fififififififf fifi fifififi fifi Nfififififi Effff fffifiVfifififififi Ofififififififf fffifi fifififififi fififi fififififififf fifi fifififi fifi Nfififi
fififififi fififi fifififififififi fifififififi fififi fififi fifimfififf Nfififi fififififififf fififi fifififi fifififififififififi fififi fifififififififi fifififififi fififi fififi fifimfififf Nfififi fififififififf fififi fifififi fififififi
fifififififi fififififi fi “fifififififififi fffimfififi fffifififi fififififimfififffifififififi fififififi fi “fifififififififi fffimfififi fffifififi fififififimfififf

“Wfifififi fififi fffififimfifififi fifi fifififififififi fifi fifififfff “fffififififi fififi fififi fififififi fifi“Wfifififi fififi fffififimfifififi fifi fifififififififi fifi fifififfff “fffififififi fififi fififi fififififi fifi
fifififi fifi fifimmfifi — fififififi fififi fffififimfifififf Bfifi fifi fififi fifi fifififififififi fififififififififi fifi fifimmfifi — fififififi fififi fffififimfifififf Bfifi fifi fififi fifi fifififififififi fififififi
fifififififffi fififf fififififi fifififi fififi fifififi fififi mfififf Bfifi fififififififi fififi fifififififififififffi fififf fififififi fifififi fififi fifififi fififi mfififf Bfifi fififififififi fififi fifififi
fififififififififififififffifififififififififififififffi

Bfififi fifi fifffffififififi fifi fififi fifimfififimfifififi fififf fififi fifififififififf qfififififififiBfififi fifi fifffffififififi fifi fififi fifimfififimfifififi fififf fififi fifififififififf qfififififififi
fififififi fififi fifi fififififi 95fifififififififi fififififififf fifi fififififififififififi Nfififi fififi fififififififififi fififi fifi fififififi 95fifififififififi fififififififf fifi fififififififififififi Nfififi fififi fifififi
qfifififififi fififimfifififf fifi fififififififi fi fifimmfifi mfififififififififififififfqfifififififi fififimfifififf fifi fififififififi fi fifimmfifi mfififififififififififififfqfifififififi fififimfifififf fifi fififififififi fi fifimmfifi mfififififififififififififf

“Wfi fififi fifififififi fififi fififi fifimfi fifififi fififi fifififififififf fififififififi fi Pfffi22“Wfi fififi fifififififi fififi fififi fifimfi fifififi fififi fifififififififf fififififififi fi Pfffi22
fififf fi fffffi fififififififi fififi fifififi fififi Pfffi22 fififi fifififf fifi fi fififififi fifififififififififf fi fffffi fififififififi fififi fifififi fififi Pfffi22 fififi fifififf fifi fi fififififi fififififififi
fifififififi fifi fifififfff “fifi fifi fi fififififififi fifififififi fffifffififififi fifififififififi fifififi fififi fffffififififififi fifi fifififfff “fifi fifi fi fififififififi fifififififi fffifffififififi fifififififififi fifififi fififi fffffi
fififififi fifi fi mfifififi mfififi fifififififififififififififf fififififififififffifififififi fifi fi mfifififi mfififi fifififififififififififififf fififififififififffi

fffiff fififififi fifi fifififi 2020fi fifi fififi fifimfi fifi fififi fffififi fififi fifififi fififififififffffiff fififififi fifi fifififi 2020fi fifi fififi fifimfi fifi fififi fffififi fififi fifififi fififififififf
fifififi fififf fifififimfi fififififi fifi fififi fffimfififi fffifififi fffffiL fifififififi fifififffifififi fififf fifififimfi fififififi fifi fififi fffimfififi fffifififi fffffiL fifififififi fifififf

Flight Tests
Bfififififi Mfififififififi Effff 1271516fi fi fifififififififiBfififififi Mfififififififi Effff 1271516fi fi fifififififififi
fifififififififi fififf fifi fifififf fififififififf fififf fifififffifififififififififi fififf fifi fifififf fififififififf fififf fifififffifi
fififififi fififf CFfifi fififififf fififi fififi fifi fffimfifififififififi fififf CFfifi fififififf fififi fififi fifi fffimfififi
fffifififi fififififififi fifififififififififi fififififififififi fifififififffififififffifififi fififififififi fifififififififififi fififififififififi fifififififffifififi
fifififi fifififififi fifi fifififififififififififf Bfi fififi fifimfi fifififififi fifififififi fifi fifififififififififififf Bfi fififi fifimfi fifi
fifififififf fifi fifi Nfififififi fififffififi Bfififififi fififf fffififififififififf fifi fifi Nfififififi fififffififi Bfififififi fififf fffififi
fi fifimfififi fifi fifififififffififififififi fififififi flfififififi fifififi fifimfififi fifi fifififififffififififififi fififififi flfififififi fififi
fififififimfififi fififififififi fififi fifififififififi fifi fififififififffififififimfififi fififififififi fififi fifififififififi fifi fififififififf
fifififi fi fifififififffi Bfifififffifi Pfifififi LLCfi fififf fififffifififi fi fifififififffi Bfifififffifi Pfifififi LLCfi fififf fififf
fifimfi fifi mfififi fifififi 60 fifififififi fifififififffififi fififififimfi fifi mfififi fifififi 60 fifififififi fifififififffififi fififi
Pfifififi ff1ffPfifififi ff1ff

“Hfififi fififi fifififi fffififi fifi fififi fifi fifififififi fifififi“Hfififi fififi fifififi fffififi fifi fififi fifi fifififififi fifififi
Nfififi fifififfffNfififi fifififfff

fffifi fififi fifififififf fifi fifififififi fifififififi fififififffifi fififi fifififififf fifi fifififififi fifififififi fififififffifi fififi fifififififf fifi fifififififi fifififififi fifififi
fifififififf fifi fifififi fififififififififffifififififf fifi fifififi fififififififififf

“fifim fififi fi fififififififf fifififi fififififififi Bfififififi fifififfff“fifim fififi fi fififififififf fifififi fififififififi Bfififififi fifififfff
“fi fim fi fififi fifififi fififi fi fififififififi fifififi fffififififi fifi“fi fim fi fififi fifififi fififi fi fififififififi fifififi fffififififi fifi“fi fim fi fififi fifififi fififi fi fififififififi fifififi fffififififi fifi
fifimfififififi fifififififififf fi fifififi fifififi fi fififififf fififififimfififififi fifififififififf fi fifififi fifififi fi fififififf fififi
fimfififififififi qfifififififififi fifififififi fifimfifififififi fififffimfififififififi qfifififififififi fifififififi fifimfifififififi fififf
fififififififi fifififififi fifififi fifififififf fffiff [Nfififi] fififififffififififififi fifififififi fifififi fifififififf fffiff [Nfififi] fififififf
fifififififi fififimfffififififififi fififimfffi

Bfififififi fifififf fifi fififi fififififififififffi fifififififififififiBfififififi fifififf fifi fififi fififififififififffi fifififififififififiBfififififi fifififf fifi fififi fififififififififffi fifififififififififi
fifi fi fififififi mfifi fifififififi fifi mfififi fififififififffifi fi fififififi mfifi fifififififi fifi mfififi fififififififf
fifi fififififififififffifi fififififififififf

“Bfifi fi fifififi fififififizfi fifififi fifififi fififififi fifi fifi fi“Bfifi fi fifififi fififififizfi fifififi fifififi fififififi fifi fifi fi
fifififififififififffifi fififi mfi fifi fi fffi fififififi fifififi fifi fifififffffifififififififififffifi fififi mfi fifi fi fffi fififififi fifififi fifi fifififfff
“fffiff fi fififififi fi fififi fiflfififififf fifi fififi fifififi fifififi fi“fffiff fi fififififi fi fififi fiflfififififf fifi fififi fifififi fifififi fi“fffiff fi fififififi fi fififi fiflfififififf fifi fififi fifififi fifififi fi
fififi fifififi fififififffifififi fifififi fi fififi fifi fifi fififi fifififififififi fifififi fififififffifififi fifififi fi fififi fifi fifi fififi fififififi
fifififififf Bfifi fifi fififififffififi fifi fi fififififififififi fifi fififififififififififf Bfifi fifi fififififffififi fifi fi fififififififififi fifi fififififi
fififififififi fifimfi fifififi fififf fififififififififi fifififififififififi fifimfi fifififi fififf fififififififififi fififi
fifififififififififffififififififififififffi

The Timber Tiger ST-L wasn’t really

manufactured by Ryan, of course, butmanufactured by Ryan, of course, but

it sure looks like it could have been.it sure looks like it could have been.
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Bffflflflfl flffffflffflflff flflffflflflff flfl flflfl ffflflflflfl
flflff flflflflflffffflflflflfl flff flflfl flffflflflflflflfl, bflflflffflflflflflff flflflflflffffflflflflfl flff flflfl flffflflflflflflfl, bflflflffflflfl
flfl flflflffflffflflflfl flflffffflflflflflff flflflfl flflfl flflffflflflflflflfl flflflffflffflflflfl flflffffflflflflflff flflflfl flflfl flflffflflflflfl
flfl flflflflflbflflfl Hfl ffflflflflff flflflflflfl ffffflff fl flflflflflflfl flflflflflbflflfl Hfl ffflflflflff flflflflflfl ffffflff fl flflflflfl
EAA flflflflflflff flflff flflffflflff flflflfl ffflflfl flfl fffl flflEAA flflflflflflff flflff flflffflflff flflflfl ffflflfl flfl fffl flflEAA flflflflflflff flflff flflffflflff flflflfl ffflflfl flfl fffl flfl
flxflflffflflflvfl flflflflflfl flflff bflflflflflfl flflflflflflflflflflxflflffflflflvfl flflflflflfl flflff bflflflflflfl flflflflflflflflfl
Fffflff flflflfffl, flfl ffflff fl flflffflflfl flff flflxfl flflflflflflFffflff flflflfffl, flfl ffflff fl flflffflflfl flff flflxfl flflflflflfl
Tflflfl, flfl ffflvflffbflff 17, 2020, flfl flfl flffflfl flfl, flflTflflfl, flfl ffflvflffbflff 17, 2020, flfl flfl flffflfl flfl, flfl
ffflfl flfffl flff flxflffflflfl flflfl flfl flflflffflfl flfffl flff flxflffflflfl flflfl flfl flflfl

Tflfl flflflflfl flflflfl flflflflfl flfl flflflfl flfl flflfl flflflTflfl flflflflfl flflflfl flflflflfl flfl flflflfl flfl flflfl flflfl
Cflflflffflfffl Aflff flflff Sflflflfl Pflfffl (KCFO), jffflflCflflflffflfffl Aflff flflff Sflflflfl Pflfffl (KCFO), jffflfl
flflflfl flff Dflflvflfffl Tflfl flflflfffl flflfffl ffflflflfl ffflflflflflflfl flff Dflflvflfffl Tflfl flflflfffl flflfffl ffflflflfl ffflflfl
flflfl ffffflflflfl, fl flflflflflfl flffflflfl, bfffl flflflfl flflflflflflflflfl ffffflflflfl, fl flflflflflfl flffflflfl, bfffl flflflfl flflflflflflflflfl ffffflflflfl, fl flflflflflfl flffflflfl, bfffl flflflfl flflflflflfl
Bffflflflflff flflffflflflflfl ffflflflffffffflfl Tflfl flflffflflffflBffflflflflff flflffflflflflfl ffflflflffffffflfl Tflfl flflffflflfffl
flflflflfffl ffflflflfl fl flflflfl flflxfl, flflff flflflfl flfffl flflflflflflflfffl ffflflflfl fl flflflfl flflxfl, flflff flflflfl flfffl flflfl
flflflflflff ffffflflfl fl ffflflflflflflfl ffffflff flflflfffl ffflflflflflflflflff ffffflflfl fl ffflflflflflflfl ffffflff flflflfffl ffflflfl
flflfl flflflflflflflfl flflff flflflflflflflflflflfl flflflflflflflfl flflff flflflflflflflfl

“Tflflflfl flbflfffl flflflfl,ff Bffflflflfl flflflfffl “Iffff 2“Tflflflfl flbflfffl flflflfl,ff Bffflflflfl flflflfffl “Iffff 2
ffflflflfl flflflfl ffffflff flflflfl flfffl, flflxflflflfl flffflffflfffl Hflffflflflfl flflflfl ffffflff flflflfl flfffl, flflxflflflfl flffflffflfffl Hflffflflflfl flflflfl ffffflff flflflfl flfffl, flflxflflflfl flffflffflfffl Hfl
flflflfffl flvflfl flflfl ffflfl Aflff Iffff ffflflflflfl ffflflflflflflflfl flflflflflfffl flvflfl flflfl ffflfl Aflff Iffff ffflflflflfl ffflflflflflflflfl flfl
flflfl flflff flff flflx flflflfffl flff flflfffl flfl flfffl flfl flflflflflflflffflffflflfl flflff flff flflx flflflfffl flff flflfffl flfl flfffl flfl flflflflflflflffflff

Bffflflflfl flffflflflflflfl flffffflff flflflflff, flflfl-Bffflflflfl flffflflflflflfl flffffflff flflflflff, flflfl-
flflflflflflfl flflflflflflflfl ffflff flflflflffflflflflbflflflflfl flfl flflflflflflflflflflfl flflflflflflflfl ffflff flflflflffflflflflbflflflflfl flfl flflflfl
flflflflfl flff flflfl flflflflflffflflflflflfl flff flflfl flflflflflfffl

“Wflflfl, Iffvfl flflfl flflffflffflflflffflfl flffflflflffflflfl; I“Wflflfl, Iffvfl flflfl flflffflffflflflffflfl flffflflflffflflfl; I
flflflflflff fffl flflflfl fffl,ff flfl flflflfffl “Iffvfl flflflfl ffflflflflflflff fffl flflflfl fffl,ff flfl flflflfffl “Iffvfl flflflfl fffl
flflflfl flflffffflflflflfl flflffflflflflfl ffflff flflfl ffflflfl flflffflfl Iflflflfl flflffffflflflflfl flflffflflflflfl ffflff flflfl ffflflfl flflffflfl I
flflfl ffflflfl flflflfl Iffvfl flflfl ffflflfl flffflflflffflflflfl Oflflflflflflfl ffflflfl flflflfl Iffvfl flflfl ffflflfl flffflflflffflflflfl Oflflflfl
Aflff fl flflflflflfl flflflfl flflffflflflflfl flflflfffl ffffflff flflflAflff fl flflflflflfl flflflfl flflffflflflflfl flflflfffl ffffflff flflfl
flflflflffflflflfl I flflfl ffflflfl flflflfl Iffvfl flflfl flflflflffflflflflflflffflflflfl I flflfl ffflflfl flflflfl Iffvfl flflfl flflflflffflfl
flffflflflffflflflfl I flflvfl flflflffflfl flflflvflflflff flffflflflffflflflflffflflflffflflflfl I flflvfl flflflffflfl flflflvflflflff flffflflflffflflfl
flfl flflflfl fffl flflflfl ffflfl Sfl, flflfl fffl flflxfl ffffflfl-flfl flflflfl fffl flflflfl ffflfl Sfl, flflfl fffl flflxfl ffffflfl-
flflflfl flfl, ‘Wflflflfffl flflflflfl flfl flflflflflfl flflflfl flflffffflflflflfl flfl, ‘Wflflflfffl flflflflfl flfl flflflflflfl flflflfl flflfffffl
flflflffflflflfl bffflflflflflfl flfffl flff flffflffflff flffflflflffffffflflflffflflflfl bffflflflflflfl flfffl flff flffflffflff flffflflflffffff

“You know when you want to do 

something, you work so hard for it,  

and it all kind of comes together in  

one moment? That’s what that was.”

— Nick Pfannenstiel

Except for the headset,  

it might as well be 1934. 

The Rotax 912ULS swings a  

vintage-looking Performance 

Propellers 76 x 55 wooden prop. 
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Wflflfl flfi flflflflfi flfiflfl flflfl flflflfl flflfi flflflflflflflfi flfififififi flfl flflfiflfl
flfiflflfifi flflflflflfl flfl flflflfl flflfiflflflflfi flfl flfiflflfl fl flflflflflfl Bflfl flfi flfiflflfifififlfiflflfifi flflflflflfl flfl flflflfl flflfiflflflflfi flfl flfiflflfl fl flflflflflfl Bflfl flfi flfiflflfififi
flflflfl flfi flflfi flflflfl flflflflflflfl flflflfl fl flflflfl flfl flflfi flflflflflfl flflfi flflflfl flflfiflfiflflflflfl flfi flflfi flflflfl flflflflflflfl flflflfl fl flflflfl flfl flflfi flflflflflfl flflfi flflflfl flflfiflfifl
flflfi flflflflfl flflfl flflfiflfiflflflflflflflflfi flflflflfl flflfl flflfiflfiflflflflflfl

“I flflflfi flflflflfl fiflfififi flfl flflflfiflflfl flfl flflfi flflflflfl flflflfl flflfi flflflfififlflflflflfl“I flflflfi flflflflfl fiflfififi flfl flflflfiflflfl flfl flflfi flflflflfl flflflfl flflfi flflflfififlflflflflfl
flflflflflflfifi flfl I flflflflflflfl flfl flflflfl fiflflflflfl flfi flflflfifl “A flflflfl flflflflfifi flfi flfl flflflflflflflfifi flfl I flflflflflflfl flfl flflflfl fiflflflflfl flfi flflflfifl “A flflflfl flflflflfifi flfi flfl flflflflflflflfifi flfl I flflflflflflfl flfl flflflfl fiflflflflfl flfi flflflfifl “A flflflfl flflflflfifi flfi flfl fl
flflflflflfi flflflfl Afifififi fl flflflflflfi flflflfifl flflflfl flflfi flfiflflflflflflfl flflflfi flflfi fl qflflflflfiflflflflflflfi flflflfl Afifififi fl flflflflflfi flflflfifl flflflfl flflfi flfiflflflflflflfl flflflfi flflfi fl qflflflflfifl
flfiflfl flfl flflflflflfl flflfi ffflflfl flfiflflflfifi fiflflfl flflflflflfl flflflflfl flflfl flflfi flflflflflflfl flflflfiflfl flfl flflflflflfl flflfi ffflflfl flfiflflflfifi fiflflfl flflflflflfl flflflflfl flflfl flflfi flflflflflflfl flfl
flflflflfl Aflfi flflflflflflflflflflflflfl Aflfi flflflflflflflfl

Nflflfl flfiflfiflflfiflfl flflfi fiflfl flflflflfiflflflNflflfl flfiflfiflflfiflfl flflfi fiflfl flflflflfiflflfl
“Hfi fiflfi ffflflfl fiflfifi flfifl flflflflflfi flfl flflfi flflflflflfi flflflflfl flfl flfl flflfi flflfl flflfl“Hfi fiflfi ffflflfl fiflfifi flfifl flflflflflfi flfl flflfi flflflflflfi flflflflfl flfl flfl flflfi flflfl flflfl

flflflflfl flflflfl flfl flflflflflfl flfi flflflfifl “I flflfi flfl flflflfl flfl flflflfifl Ifl flflfl flfl fiflflflflflflflfl flflflfl flfl flflflflflfl flfi flflflfifl “I flflfi flfl flflflfl flfl flflflfifl Ifl flflfl flfl fiflflfl
flflflflflfl flfiflfiflfl flfiflflfl flflfl flfl flflflfl flflflfl Yflfl flflflfl flflfifl flflfl flflflfl flfl fiflflflflflflfl flfiflfiflfl flfiflflfl flflfl flfl flflflfl flflflfl Yflfl flflflfl flflfifl flflfl flflflfl flfl fifl
flflflfiflflflflflfl flflfl flflflfl flfl flflflfi flflfl flflfl flflfi flfl flflfl flflflfi flfl flflflfifl flflflfiflflfiflflflflfiflflflflflfl flflfl flflflfl flfl flflflfi flflfl flflfl flflfi flfl flflfl flflflfi flfl flflflfifl flflflfiflflfifl
flfl flflfi flflflfiflfl? flflflflflfl flflflfl flflflfl flflflflflflfl flflfi flflflfiflfl? flflflflflfl flflflfl flflflfl flflflflfl

Bfiflflflflfi flfl flflfi flflzfi flfl flflfi Pflflflfi I flflflflflflflfiflfl flflfiflfl flflfifl flfiflfi flflflfiBfiflflflflfi flfl flflfi flflzfi flfl flflfi Pflflflfi I flflflflflflflfiflfl flflfiflfl flflfifl flfiflfi flflflfi
flfl flflflfi flflfi flflflflflflflfi flfl Bflflflfififl Mflflflflflflflfl Aflflflflflfl (KBDU) flflfl flflfiflfl flflflfi flflfi flflflflflflflfi flfl Bflflflfififl Mflflflflflflflfl Aflflflflflfl (KBDU) flflfl flflfi
flfiflflflfififl flfl flflfi flflflflflflflfiflflflflflfl flflflfl flflfl fiflflfiflflflflflfl flflflflfiflflfiflfl flflflflfiflflflfififl flfl flflfi flflflflflflflfiflflflflflfl flflflfl flflfl fiflflfiflflflflflfl flflflflfiflflfiflfl flflfl
Bflflflflflfl flfl flfi flflflfifi flfl flflfi flflflflflflfl flfl flflfi flflflfiflBflflflflflfl flfl flfi flflflfifi flfl flflfi flflflflflflfl flfl flflfi flflflfifl

“I flflflflfi flflflflfi flfl fiflflfiflflflflfi flfiflflflflfl flfl flfiflfi flfl Nflflflflfl Bflflflflfl flflflfifl“I flflflflfi flflflflfi flfl fiflflfiflflflflfi flfiflflflflfl flfl flfiflfi flfl Nflflflflfl Bflflflflfl flflflfifl
“Ifl flfiflfl flflflfi flflfi flfiflflfl I flflflflfi fifl flflfl flflflflfl flflfl flflflflfi flflflflfi flfiflfl fl flflflfl“Ifl flfiflfl flflflfi flflfi flfiflflfl I flflflflfi fifl flflfl flflflflfl flflfl flflflflfi flflflflfi flfiflfl fl flflflfl
flflflfl fiflflflfi flflflfl flflfi flflflflflfl flfi flfl fifl flflflflflflflfl fiflflflfi flflflfl flflfi flflflflflfl flfi flfl fifl flflflfl

flflfi flfiflflflflfl flflflflfi flflflflflfifi flflflflfiflfl flflflfi Vflflflfifififlfl flflfl flflflfl flflflfififlflflfi flfiflflflflfl flflflflfi flflflflflfifi flflflflfiflfl flflflfi Vflflflfifififlfl flflfl flflflfl flflflfififl
flflflfl flflflfifl flfl flflflfffiflflflflfifl qflflflflflflflflflfi fiflflflflflflflfl flflflfifl flfl flflflfffiflflflflfifl qflflflflflflflflflfi fiflflflfl

“Yflfl flflflfi flfl fifl flflflfl fiflfi fiflflflflfiflflfiflfl Nflflfl flflflfifl “Aflfi fiflfifl flfl“Yflfl flflflfi flfl fifl flflflfl fiflfi fiflflflflfiflflfiflfl Nflflfl flflflfifl “Aflfi fiflfifl flfl
flflfiflfiflfl fl flflfl flfl flflflflfiflflflflflflfi fiflflflflfififlflflfl flfl flflfi flflflflfifl flflflflflfi flflflflfl flflflflflfiflfiflfl fl flflfl flfl flflflflfiflflflflflflfi fiflflflflfififlflflfl flfl flflfi flflflflfifl flflflflflfi flflflflfl flflfl
flfl flflflflfi flfl flflfl fl flflflflflfi flfl flflflfiflfifi flflflflfl flflfi flfifi flflflfl flflflflfiflflflflflfl flflflflfi flfl flflfl fl flflflflflfi flfl flflflfiflfifi flflflflfl flflfi flfifi flflflfl flflflflfiflflflfl

Aflflfifl flflfi flflflflflflfl flflflflfl flfiflflflflfl flflfl flflflflflfiflfififl flflfiflfl flflfl flflfiflflfifiAflflfifl flflfi flflflflflflfl flflflflfl flfiflflflflfl flflfl flflflflflfiflfififl flflfiflfl flflfl flflfiflflfifi
flflfl flflfi flflfl flflflfi flflflfi flfl flflfi flflflflflflflfi flfl flfiflflflflflfl flflfi flflfl flflflfi flflflfi flfl flflfi flflflflflflflfi flfl flfiflflfl

“flflfi flflflflflfi flflflfiflflflfl flfl flflflfl flflfl Iflfi flflfl flflflfl flfiflflflflflflfl flflfl fl Cflfl“flflfi flflflflflfi flflflfiflflflfl flfl flflflfl flflfl Iflfi flflfl flflflfl flfiflflflflflflfl flflfl fl Cflfl
flfiflflflflfi flfl flflflfl flflflfl flfiflflfifl flfl flflflflflflfl flflfi flflflflflfl flfiflflflfl flfi flflflfifl “Bflflflfiflflflflfi flfl flflflfl flflflfl flfiflflfifl flfl flflflflflflfl flflfi flflflflflfl flfiflflflfl flfi flflflfifl “Bflfl
flfl flflflfi flflfifl flflflfi flflfi flfl flflfi flflflflflflfl flflflfi flflfifl flflflfi flflfi flfl flflfi flflflflfl

Hfi fififlflflflflfifl flflflflflfl flfl flfiflflfl flfiflfl flfiflflflflflHfi fififlflflflflfifl flflflflflfl flfl flfiflflfl flfiflfl flfiflflflflfl
“Yflfl flflflfi flflfi flflflflfl flflflfl flflflfi flflfi flflflflfl flflfi flflflflfl ffflflfl flflflfl flflflfl fl“Yflfl flflflfi flflfi flflflflfl flflflfl flflflfi flflfi flflflflfl flflfi flflflflfl ffflflfl flflflfl flflflfl fl

flflflflflfl flflfi flflfl flflfl fiflflflfi flfl flflfi flfififlflfl flflfi fifl fl flflflflflfi flflflflflflfl flfiflfl flflflflflflflflflfl flflfi flflfl flflfl fiflflflfi flfl flflfi flfififlflfl flflfi fifl fl flflflflflfi flflflflflflfl flfiflfl flflflfl
flflfl Iflflfl fiflflflflfiflfl flflflflflfifl flflfiflfiflfl fl flflflfl flflfl flfl flflfi flflflflflfl flfl flflfi flflflfiflflflfl Iflflfl fiflflflflfiflfl flflflflflfifl flflfiflfiflfl fl flflflfl flflfl flfl flflfi flflflflflfl flfl flflfi flflflfifl
flflflfl flflfi flflflflfl flfl flflflfl fifffiflflflflfifl ff flflfi flflflflfi ffflflfl flflflflfl flfl flfl flflfi flflflflflfl flflfi flflflflfl flfl flflflfl fifffiflflflflfifl ff flflfi flflflflfi ffflflfl flflflflfl flfl flfl flflfi flfl
flflfi flflflflflflfi flflflfl

Bflflflflfl flflfl fl flflfiflfl flfiflflflflfiflfiflflflflfl flflfl flflfl flflflflfl flflflfiflfiflflfifi flflBflflflflfl flflfl fl flflfiflfl flfiflflflflfiflfiflflflflfl flflfl flflfl flflflflfl flflflfiflfiflflfifi flfl
flflflflfl flflfi flflflflflflflflflfl flflfi flflflflfl

“Yflfl flfififi flfl flflflfl flfl flflfl fl Cflflflflflflfl flfiflfl flflflfl flflfi flflflfl flfiflflflfl“Yflfl flfififi flfl flflflfl flfl flflfl fl Cflflflflflflfl flfiflfl flflflfl flflfi flflflfl flfiflflflfl“Yflfl flfififi flfl flflflfl flfl flflfl fl Cflflflflflflfl flfiflfl flflflfl flflfi flflflfl flfiflflflfl
flfi flflflfifl “Nflfl flflflflflflflfifl flflfl flflflfi flflflfl flflflflflflflflflfl flflflflflflflfl flflflflflfi flflflfifl “Nflfl flflflflflflflfifl flflfl flflflfi flflflfl flflflflflflflflflfl flflflflflflflfl flflflfl
flflfifl flflflflfiflflfl fifl flflflfl flfiflflfifl flflfiflflfiflflfiflfl flflfifl flflflflflfi flfiflfifl flflflflfifl flflflflfiflflfl fifl flflflfl flfiflflfifl flflfiflflfiflflfiflfl flflfifl flflflflflfi flfiflfifl flfl
flflflfiflfi flflflflflflflflflfiflfi flflflflflfl

Lessons  

Learned
Bflflflflflfl fiflflfiflflfiflflfi flfl flflfi fiflflfl flflflflfl flfifi flfl fl
flflflflflfi flfl flflfi flflflflfi flfl flflflflfififlflfi flfl flflfi flflflflflflflflflflfi flfl flflfi flflflflfi flfl flflflflfififlflfi flfl flflfi flflflflfl
zflflflflfl flflflflflflflzfiflfl Wflflflfi flfl flflfl fl3 fififlflfififl flflzflflflflfl flflflflflflflzfiflfl Wflflflfi flfl flflfl fl3 fififlflfififl flfl
flflfi flflflflflflflfl flflflflflflflfifl flflflfifl flflflfi flflflflflflflflfl flflfiflflfi flflflflflflflfl flflflflflflflfifl flflflfifl flflflfi flflflflflflflflfl flflfi
flfiflfl flflflflfi flflflfl fl1fl5 fififlflfififl flflfl flflfi flflfififlflfiflfl flflflflfi flflflfl fl1fl5 fififlflfififl flflfl flflfi flflfififl
flflflflfl Aflflflflfifl flflflflflfi flflflfl flflfi flflflflflflflflflflflflfl Aflflflflfifl flflflflflfi flflflfl flflfi flflflflflflflfl
fififlflflfl flflflflflflfifi flflfi flflflfiflflfl flfiflflflfififlflflfl flflflflflflfifi flflfi flflflfiflflfl flfiflflfl

“flflfi flflflflflflflfl Rflflfl flflfi flfiflfiflflfl flflflfl flflflfifl“flflfi flflflflflflflfl Rflflfl flflfi flfiflfiflflfl flflflfl flflflfifl
flflfl flfiflflfl flfl flfl flflfl flflflflfl fl flflfifi flflflfi flfl flflfi flfiflflflflfl flfiflflfl flfl flfl flflfl flflflflfl fl flflfifi flflflfi flfl flflfi flfiflfl
flfl flflflflflfifl flflflflflfl flflfi flflflflflflflflflfl Nflflfl flflflfiflflfl flflflflflfifl flflflflflfl flflfi flflflflflflflflflfl Nflflfl flflflfifl
“Iflflfl flflflflflflflflfl fififlflflflflflflzflflflfl Oflflfi flfi flflflflflfifl“Iflflfl flflflflflflflflfl fififlflflflflflflzflflflfl Oflflfi flfi flflflflflfifl
flfiflflfifi flflfi flflflflflflflfifl I fififlflfififi flfl flfifififlflflfl flflfiflfiflflfifi flflfi flflflflflflflfifl I fififlflfififi flfl flfifififlflflfl flflfi
flflflfiflflfl flfiflfl flflflfl fl flflflqflfi flflflfl flflflflfiflfi flfl flflflflfiflflfl flfiflfl flflflfl fl flflflqflfi flflflfl flflflflfiflfi flfl fl
flfiflfiflflfl flflflflfl flflfi flflflfl fiflfi flflflflfi flflflfl flflflflfifl ff Iflflfiflfiflflfl flflflflfl flflfi flflflfl fiflfi flflflflfi flflflfl flflflflfifl ff Ifl
flflfl flfiflfl flflflfiflflflflflflflflflflfl Bflfl flflfi flflflflflflflfiflflfl flfiflfl flflflfiflflflflflflflflflflfl Bflfl flflfi flflflflflflflfi
flfiflfl flflflfl flfiflflfl fiflflfiflflflflflflflflfl flqflflflflfiflflfl flflflfiflfiflfl flflflfl flfiflflfl fiflflfiflflflflflflflflfl flqflflflflfiflflfl flflflfi
flflfi flflflflflflflflfl flfiflfi flflflflfl flflfl flfl flflflflflflflfl flflflflfi flflflflflflflflfl flfiflfi flflflflfl flflfl flfl flflflflflflflfl flfl
flflflflflflflfl flflflflflflflflfl Ifl flflflflflfl flflflflflflflfl flflflflflflflflflflflflfl flflflflflflflflfl Ifl flflflflflfl flflflflflflflfl flflflflfl

Wflfifl flflfifl flflflflflfifi flflflflflfl fififlfl flflfififlfl flflfiflWflfifl flflfifl flflflflflfifi flflflflflfl fififlfl flflfififlfl flflfiflWflfifl flflfifl flflflflflfifi flflflflflfl fififlfl flflfififlfl flflfifl
flflflflfi flflflfl flflfi flflflflfl flflflflflflfl flflfl fl flflflflflfi flflflflflflflflflflfi flflflfl flflfi flflflflfl flflflflflflfl flflfl fl flflflflflfi flflflflflflflflflflfi flflflfl flflfi flflflflfl flflflflflflfl flflfl fl flflflflflfi flflflflflfl
flflflflflflflfifl flfl flflflfi flflflflflfifl flfiflfi flflfifi flfl flflfi flfiflflflflflflflflflfifl flfl flflflfi flflflflflfifl flfiflfi flflfifi flfl flflfi flfiflfl
flflflflfl flflfi flflflflfl flfiflflflfiflflflfl flflfi flflfi flflfifififl flfififlflflflflflflflfl flflfi flflflflfl flfiflflflfiflflflfl flflfi flflfi flflfifififl flfififlflflfl

Wflflfl flflflflfi flflflflflfl flflflflfififl flflflflfifl flflflfiflWflflfl flflflflfi flflflflflfl flflflflfififl flflflflfifl flflflfifl
flflfl flfiflfifl flfl fifl flflflfl Nflflfl flflfi flfifl flflfl flfl fiflflflfl flfiflfifl flfl fifl flflflfl Nflflfl flflfi flfifl flflfl flfl fifl
flflflfl flflfi flfiflflflflflflfl — flflflfi flflfi flfiflfl flflflflflflflflfl flflfi flfiflflflflflflfl — flflflfi flflfi flfiflfl flflflflfl

The four-piece exhaust  

stack adds to the period look. 
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Kitting it Out
The ST-L consists of a series of subkits, includ-
ing the wing, tail, fuselage and landing gear, 
and a finishing kit. These subkits include 
CNC-cut honeycomb ribs, and preformed alu-
minum bulkheads, spars, and longerons. A lot 
of the welding is done for the builder, includ-
ing compression struts and fittings, stabilizer 
hinges, landing gear structures, tail wheel sup-
port, and engine mount pads. 

The kit comes standard with fiberglass 
fairings and wheelpants, but aluminum 
options are available. The seven-piece cowl-
ing is hand-fabricated out of aluminum, 
requiring only some final trimming by the 
builder, and is designed to fit either the 
Rotax 912 or the D-Motor LF-39 engines. 
Timber Tiger will work with the builder 
directly to accommodate other powerplant 
choices, as well as other customizations. 

Aside from the engine, the builder needs to 
supply a propeller, instruments, brace wires, 
upholstery — though the company sells an 
optional kit — tires, tubes, covering, and paint. 
Nick estimates that it will take a typical builder 
approximately 1,500 hours to complete. 

The Next  

Chapter
Nick’s goal for Timber Tiger and the 
ST-L was to enable people to build a 
replica of a coveted classic, a modern 
airplane disguised as an antique, at an 
affordable price. Based on the enthusi-
astic receptions at Oshkosh and the 
brisk sales that have followed, by all 
accounts, he and his team have 
succeeded. 

So, how do you follow that? Well, Nick 
can’t help but tease us — but only a little 
— about what’s next. 

“It’s not a replica; it’s an original 
design,” he said. “I can tell you, just wait 
until you see it. It’s pretty cool. I think it’s 
going to do pretty well.” 

Hal Bryan, EAA Lifetime 638979, is managing editor for 

EAA print and digital content and publications, co-author 

of multiple books, and a lifelong pilot and aviation geek. 

Find him on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram @halbryan 

or email him at hbryan@eaa.org.
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